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Design Your Own Distance Learning Project


Your Own Assignment

If you want to try something new and are good at managing your time, try designing your own lesson. Instead of doing the weekly projects that I assign for your course you can work on your own individual project that is challenging, creative, and unique. This project is challenging because you must work on it for at least 30 minutes per week for 4 weeks in a row. You will choose the type of materials and tools you want to work with and select a creative concept or theme. If this sounds interesting to you, fill in this proposal form and turn it in to me for approval. I will set up a Design Your Own Project assignment in Schoology once I give you the approval to start.


Your Schedule

Week 1: (approximately 30 minutes of work)
· Take inventory of possible materials you have at home, i.e. pencils, pens, crayons, chalk, paint and paper. You don’t have to use “traditional” art materials. You can use recycling, leaves, branches and other found materials for sculpture or collage even painting.  
· Brainstorm your ideas and choose one that is challenging and important to you.
· Fill out this handout and return it to me for approval before you start your project.

Week 2: (approximately 30 minutes of work)
· Make rough draft sketches or jump right in and get started on your project.
· Check in on Schoology to let me know your progress or questions.

Week 3: (approximately 30 minutes of work)
· Continue working on your project. 
· Check in on Schoology to let me know your progress or questions.

Week 4: (approximately 30 minutes of work)
· Finish project
· At the end of this week post photos of your project to Schoology.

Working Tips
· Find a quiet area free from distractions (tv, siblings and pets).
· If you are doing messy work protect the table or work area with newspapers or dropcloth.
· Plan your schedule. It might change, but if you take the effort to pre-plan your schedule, you’re more likely to stay focused on work. 
· Clean your supplies at the end of you work time and store your project in a safe area.
· Have fun and enjoy the creative process!
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Title of Project_____________________________________________________
Your Name_______________________________________________________


Materials: List the materials you will use. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Techniques: Describe how you will use the materials (sculpture, collage, painting, etc.). __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Elements and Principles: Choose 1 Element and 1 Principle (see chart below) to use in your project, then describe how you plan to use these or incorporate them into your project. 

Element: ________________________________
 _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Principle: ________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________


Rubric Standards: Choose 2 Standards from the Visual Arts Rubric (see rubric below) that will be used for grading your project. 

First Standard: ______________________________
Second Standard: __________________________


Objectives: Describe your concept or theme, and why you want to do this project, and what you want to get out of it. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Elements and Principles of Art Notes

Elements
(Basic Building Blocks)

Principles
(How the Elements Are Used)

Color- the effect produced when light, striking an
object, is reflected back to the eye.

Hue is the name of the color

Saturation is the vividness of the color

Value is the lightness or darkness of the color

Value- How light or dark a color is

Line- a mark that spans the distance between two
points

Shape- a closed line limited to two directions
(2D). A shape can be geometric, which means it is
mathematically determined, or organic, which
means it is created by nature.

Form- a three dimensional geometric or organic
figure (3D)

Texture- How something feels when touched or
appears to feel

Space- distance or area around, within, or
between things. Foreground, middle ground, and
background describes how far away things are
from the viewer. Positive space is taken up by the
subject and negative space is the empty space not
taken up by the subject.

Rhythm- visual beat
Movement- suggestion of motion

Balance- impression of equilibrium

Types of balance: symmetrical (mirror image),
asymmectrical (similar but not the same on both
sides), radial (radiates from a central point)

Contrast- arrangement of opposite elements
(light vs. dark value or rough vs. smooth texture)

Proportion- size relationship of parts to a whole
and to each other
Scale- relating size to a constant

Pattern- repetition of a design element, exact or
varied

Unity/Harmony- all element are working well
together

Variety- different or diverse visual elements

Emphasis- created center of interest, draws the
viewer’s eye

Perspective- the illusion of 3D space on a 2D
surface. Can also mean the point of view.
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Lesson:

STANDARD 1

Materials
and Techniques

STANDARD 2

Elements and
Principles of Design

STANDARD 3

Expression,
Communication, and
Personal Voice

STANDARD 4

Creative Process

STANDARD 5

Critical Response

NOTES:

Name:

Visual Arts Rubric

Exemplary

Student
demonstrates the
ability to create
2D, 3D and video
works that
demonstrate
knowledge of
unique
characteristics of
particular media
and can model it
to others.

Student
demonstrates risk
taking and
addressing
complex visual
ideas through
elements and
principles of
design.

Student clearly
expresses ideas,
communicates
messages, or
demonstrates
personal voice.

Student expertly
demonstrates the
creative process
and can model it
to others.

Insightful, clear
response to
reflection
questions or
critique with
evidence present.

Accomplished

Student
demonstrates the
ability to create 2D,
3D and video works
that demonstrate
knowledge of unique
characteristics of
particular media.

Student
demonstrates
multiple ideas that
address visual ideas
through elements
and principles of
design.

Student expresses
ideas, communicates
messages, or
demonstrates
personal voice.

Student
demonstrates the
creative process.

Clear response to
reflection questions
or critique with some
evidence present.

Beginning

Student
demonstrates the
ability to create
2D, 3D and video
works that
demonstrates
some knowledge
of characteristics
of particular
media.

Student
demonstrates
simplistic solutions
to visual ideas
through elements
and principles of
design.

Student
sometimes
expresses ideas,
communicates
messages, or
demonstrates
personal voice.

Student
sometimes
demonstrates the
creative process.

Limited response
to reflection
questions or
critique with some
evidence present.

Working Towards

Student’s works do
not demonstrate an
understanding of the
use of methods,
materials, and
techniques, yet!

Student’s work shows
little understanding of
elements and
principles of design,
yet!

Student is unable to
express ideas,
communicate
messages, or
demonstrate personal
voice, yet!

Student does not
demonstrate the
creative process, yet!

Little evidence of
understanding when
responding to
reflection questions or
critique, yet!





